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Out of the Box Thinkers

By Sharon Bacharach, LCSW

These days, young children are expected to wonder, create, and discover in the classroom.
Sometimes, teachers use provocations if they use the Reggio Emilia approach.

These opportunities allow children to expand their minds, not just

answer questions with right or wrong answers. At American Jewish University, we teach
educators who are on their way to completing their bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education and believe that there is more than one way to do things. Our program
emphasizes discussion, listening, and sharing.

This semester, I'm leading the course titled Collaboration and Adaptations for Special
Needs in Early Childhood. At the start of the semester, | engaged students in the following
provocation: "How can we help preschoolers understand that others might have special
needs and differences?" The importance of teaching diversity is paramount today, and
when it is done consistently throughout a child’s education, they will have a better chance
of becoming accepting, empathic adults. How do | teach this process to educators? I've
asked my students to research and learn about a special need or difference that they will
then teach about in their early childhood classes. Some students are writing and illustrating
a book, while others are working on creating lesson plans that captivate every

child. Through this collaboration, my students’ efforts will be available for every educator in
our program to use in their early childhood classes.

Students are responding well to this collaborative approach and everyone at the School
for Jewish Education and Leadership looks forward to seeing their

expanding knowledge and creativity in addressing the needs of students with special or
differing needs.

If you or someone you know is passionate about early childhood education, our
program is currently accepting applicants. Please visit aju.edu/education for more
information.

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 17

7:30 PMET Learn about American Jewish Univ c':tky's
Online BA Completion and MAEd in ECE Programs

Calling All Early Childhood Educators!

Make a difference in the lives of young learners by completing a Bachelor of Arts or a
Master of Arts in Education in Jewish Early Childhood Education online at American Jewish
University.

Join us virtually on Sunday, October 17 at 7:30 pm EST (4:30 pm PST) where we will be
hosting our free online open house on Zoom. Register today to receive the link!

REGISTER NOW

Like and follow us on Facebook to stay up-to-date on all the wonderful things happening at the
School for Jewish Education and Leadership.
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