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Another explanation: The Song of Songs: this bears out what the text says, The heart of the wise teaches his mouth
(Prov. 16:23). If the heart of the sage is full of wisdom, who draws attention to the sage and who shows the
sage's wisdom? The Sages mouth. The mouth makes the sage sound wise. The mouth shows what the sage truly
is. And adds learning {S.S. 7} to his lips. Through the act of bringing forth words of Torah from one's heart, a
sage adds to the learning of the Torah.
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They drew a comparison to illustrate this, to a cask which was full of precious stones and pearls, but which
had a tight-fitting cover and was put away in a corner, so that no one knew what was in it, until someone
came and emptied it and then everyone knew what was in it. So the heart of Solomon was full of wisdom but
no one knew what was in it but when the holy spirit rested on him and he composed three books, all knew
his wisdom. And adds learning upon bis lips: the learning which he added to the words of the Torah exalted him,’
as it says, [ applied my beart to seek and to explore (Mmn) by wisdom (Kohelet 1:13).
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What is meant by 0> To become an explorer of wisdom, as it is written, They explored (¥310™) the land
(Numbers 8:21). If a person taught the Scripture well, Solomon went to that person; if one taught the
Mishnah well, Solomon went to that person, as it says, To explore (™) wisdom (Eccl. 1:13).
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Another explanation: To seek and to explore: 105 [has the sense of ] 7'Mmn% (to leave over). When a poet writes
an alphabetical poem, sometimes the poet completes it, sometimes the poet does not. But Solomon made an
alphabetical poem and five letters in addition, as it is written, His song (17w) was a thousand and five (I Kings
5:12), [as if to say], what was left over from the alphabet was five.
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Nor was it only words of Torah that Solomon searched out, but all that was done under the sun; for instance,
how to sweeten mustard, how to sweeten lupines. Said the Holy Blessing One to him: "You sought out words
of Torah; I swear that | will not withhold your reward. Behold | cause the holy spirit to rest on you.’
Immediately the holy spirit rested on him and he composed these 3 books: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and The
Song of Songs.
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